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2009 NSGA Membership Newsletter 
 

 
 
Membership Chair Report  

by: Shirley M. d’Entremont  

I went to the garage the other day and took pity on my very cold golf Clubs!  I 
promptly brought them in for some TLC!  That’s how long this winter has 
been……. 

I now see light that the end of the tunnel with the days getting longer, the sun 
stronger and my feet lighter.  I walk the West Pubnico Club grounds as much as 
possible through the winter and I must say it has survived well.  Patches of bright 
green grass are visible where the snow mounds have melted away.   

Not long now, March 20th is the targeted opening date for West Pubnico, I am 
sure more clubs will follow very soon! 

I have returned to the NSGA Board after being away for a few years and it feels 
like I never left.  It’s wonderful to catch up with old friends and fellow golfers and I 
look forward to working with all clubs in the coming year.   

See everyone soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

____________________________________________________ 
NSGA Presidents Report  

 
NSGA President 
Peter Cooke 
 
As I sit at my desk looking out at the sun, temperature is –9, it is a little hard to 
think of green grass and shorts, but it is coming. To start I would like to welcome 
all fellow golfers to the 2009 season, hopefully it will be one with lots of warm 
weather and very little rain. 
 
The struggling economy is probably going to have an effect on our sport, but on 
the bright side a game of golf with friends, on a nice sunny day, will also help to 
lift our spirits. The NSGA tournament schedule will begin the year with a major 
change, as most of you know by now, this being the relocation of the Men’s 4-
Ball. After spending the last 20 + yrs. at Paragon/Greenwood, we will be moving 
down the road to Berwick Heights/Eagle Crest for the next 2 yrs. Eagle Crest is 
at present in the process of completing a new club house which will bring change 
to the dynamics of the course and produce a great finishing hole. I think we are 
all looking forward to the first weekend in June. Many thanks go to 
Paragon/Greenwood for their long service to the tournament. We have great 
venues for our other provincial tournaments this year and added to the schedule 
is the national ladies senior being played at Osprey Ridge in Bridgewater in early 
August.  
 
On the junior side, the Canada games are being held in PEI and golf will be one 
of the competitions that will draw a lot of interest as it will be a first time event in 
the games. Our top boys & girls are already getting excited & quizzing us on how 
they can qualify. The senior men’s 2-ball is being held at the Amherst Golf Club, 
this gives us great pleasure to be there as they will be celebrating their 100th 
anniversary this year.  
 
I am hoping to attend most events throughout the province and look forward to 
seeing everyone and listening to your comments and concerns. I sincerely wish 
everyone a safe and successful golfing season and may all your birdies be tap-
ins! 
 
 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 
_______________________________________________________
2009 NSGA Level III Rules Seminar  

Date: April 24-26 (3 days) 

Location: Hartlen Point Golf Club 

Cost: $100.00 (cost includes lunch, study workbook, current rules and decision 
books, classroom and on course training) Please note that those who already have 
a current rules and decision book the cost is $85.00 

To register please contact: David Campbell at 468-8844 or 
nsga@ns.aliantzinc.ca 

Registration must be completed 1 week prior to the seminar.  

Please note this seminar will be open to everyone but only those who have 
completed Level 2 will be eligible to write the exam. 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
2009 NSGA HANDICAP SEMINAR’S 
 
The NSGA will conducting Handicap Seminars around Nova Scotia this spring. If 
you or a member of your club would like to attend please contact David at 
nsga@ns.aliantzinc.ca  
or call 468-8844: 
 
Seminar #1- April 11- 2009  at the Yarmouth Golf Club at 10:00am to 2:00pm 
Seminar #2- April 18-2009 at the Grandview Golf Club at 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Seminar #3- May 9-2009 at the Truro Golf Club at 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 
There is $20.00 registration fee for these seminars, please book your spots early 
as space is limited to 25 spots per seminar. We ask that you pre-register at least 
one week in advance. Cheques are payable to the NSGA. 
_______________________________________________________
2009 NSGA Online Tournament Registration will open 
Wednesday, April 1, at 10:00am .  
 
Mail in applications will be available on Monday, March 30 at 1:00pm. 
Applications can be downloaded from the NSGA website.  
 
Please note that NO walk in entries will be accepted before April 15, 2009. 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 
 
Our tournament schedule is set and ready to go for the 2009 season. The NSGA 
hosts tournaments for all types of golfers all over Nova Scotia. The NSGA will be 
using the BlueGolf system again this year to help provide the most efficient way  
to enter our events. For more information on our events please log on to 
www.nsga.ns.ca.  
 

2009 Nova Scotia Golf Association Tournament Schedu le 
Tournament 2009 

Men’s Four Ball Berwick Heights and Eagle Crest 
June 6-7 

Men’s Mid Amateur Chester  
June 19-21 

Midget Montague 
July 6-7 

Junior 
Seaview 

July 13-16 

 
The Royale Ladies Amateur 

 

Grandview 
July 8-11 

Men’s Amateur Osprey Ridge 
July 8-11 

The Royale Ladies Senior 
 

Grandview  
July 9-11 

Family Golf Classic Glen Lovat  
July 25-26 

Ladies Pinehurst 
(Two-Ball) 

Eagle Crest, July 29 

Men’s Senior Antigonish   
Aug 5-7 

Ladies Bronze Linacy Greens  
Aug 18 

Men's Senior Four Ball Amherst  
Aug 13-14 

Mixed Championship Annapolis Royal 
September 5-6 

_______________________________________________________
The NSGA Men’s 4 Ball is on the move for 2009…….. 

From the mid 1970’s, on the first of weekend of June, the NSGA hosted the 
Men’s Annual Four Ball Championship at Paragon Golf Club and 14 Wing 
Greenwood Golf Club. Up to 480 golfers typically attended this event and it  



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 

usually marked the start of the competitive golf season in Nova Scotia. For the 
first time in more than 25 years this event will be shifting courses and moving to 
Eagle Crest and Berwick Heights Golf Clubs.  

“We have enjoyed more than a quarter of a century of success with our 
partnership at 14 Wing Greenwood and Paragon Golf Courses and hope that the 
new rotation will continue to draw big fields.” said David Campbell, Executive 
Director of the Nova Scotia Golf Association.  

During the past few years we have seen the numbers in this tournament begin to 
decline, this led us to ask the question -why?  

The number one response from our competitors was that they enjoy variety and 
that the NSGA ought to look at scheduling this event on a rotation as is done with 
all of our championships.  

Formerly the sheer size of this tournament restricted us from moving it to other 
courses. The first problem was that two clubs had to be close geographically. 
With the new clubs that have been built over the past 25 years, finding two clubs 
close to each other is no longer a problem. We have a two year contract with 
both Berwick and Eagle Crest to host the event for 2009 and 2010. Our long term 
to goal is to establish a rotation for hosting this event. The Four Ball is a great 
tournament for clubs and golfers to kick off their golf season. The sheer size of 
this event provides great exposure for clubs to showcase their courses.  

The 2009 NSGA Men’s Four Ball will take place next spring on June 6-7 at the 
Berwick Heights and Eagle Crest Golf Clubs. For more information please visit 
www.nsga.ns.ca.   

 
2008 Men’s Four Ball Champions- Kevin and Sean Hurley 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
TOM MCCARTHY BECOMES THE 106TH PRESIDENT OF THE RCGA 
by: Alan Dunlop 

  

 

For only the second time in the 114 year history of the Royal Canadian Golf 
Association (RCGA) its meetings were held in Halifax at the Marriott Harbour 
Front Hotel, Halifax, January 15-18, 2009.  Also, for the second occasion in the 
history of the RCGA, a Nova Scotian became President of the RCGA.  Unlike the 
House of Commons tradition, wherein the Speaker is escorted (dragged) to his 
responsibilities, two past presidents of the RCGA will escort the in-coming 
president, one of whom will be Peter Hope, Brightwood, the first Nova Scotian to 
ever hold the position. 

For fifty-six year old Tom McCarthy, son of Daniel Joseph and Mary Ann (Carroll) 
McCarthy, it’s a long way from Halifax West and St. Mary’s University (B,Com,  

1971), to the administrative challenge of leading the RCGA through a tumultuous 
period of economic upheaval, staff cuts, loss of sponsors and a total review of 
the future of both amateur and professional programs within the purview of the 
organization. 

McCarthy’s resume suggests he is ready for the challenge.  Employed for thirty-
one years with Nova Scotia Light and Power (presently a Regional Purchase 
Manager) Tom, after this winter, may well be welcoming a possible 2009 
retirement date.  But in terms of golf commitment, he has been consistent and 
involved for over two decades.  He first volunteered service to the Nova Scotia 
Golf Association (NSGA) in 1986, and after eight years, and numerous 
committees, serviced as President of the NSGA, 1994-1995.  By 1997 he was 
nominated to represent the NSGA on the RCGA Board.  His record with the 
RCGA has been similar to that of the NSGA, having served on at least eight  

 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 

national committees and chaired the Amateur Status committee for four years.  
His service on the Rules Committee has seen him work a number of Canadian 
Opens plus numerous major events across the country. 

He now will help to oversee a sharply reduced RCGA staff of approximately fifty-
five, who attempt to address the needs of 1700 clubs (380,000 members).   

Despite an annual budget of nine million dollars, the costs of over-seeing 
fourteen amateur and six professional events is spilling red ink all over the 
balance sheet.  But McCarthy is adamant that certain initiatives, such as 
scholarships ($300,000.00); another and similar amount for “grow the game” for 
provincial initiatives; Golf for the Cure (breast cancer research) ($350,000.00) will 
remain part of the national and provincial commitment of the RCGA. 

_______________________________________________________ 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE AVON VALLEY GOLF CLUB  IS 
PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT BRAD CORKUM HAS BEEN HIRED  AS 
OUR NEW GENERAL MANAGER.  
 
Brad is a graduate of Dalhousie University Majoring in Economics. He also 
attended and graduated with honours from West Kings District High School.. 
Brad comes to Avon directly from the position of Golf Course Manager at Eden 
Golf and Country Club. He is also a Certified Teaching Professional and has 
completed courses through the Canadian Golf Management Institute. Brad has 
over 15 years of managerial and business experience. 
 
In addition to Eden he has served as Course Manager of Berwick Heights as well 
as being on the Boards of Greenwood, Paragon and Ken-Wo golf courses. His 
membership has extended to Oakfield and Eagle Crest giving a well-rounded 
knowledge of all our surrounding courses. 
 
 
Brad has extensive teaching experience including coordinating and marketing 
very successful junior programs and clinics. Not a stranger to the area he looks 
forward to meeting each and every member in the coming year, please stop by 
the golf shop and introduce yourself.  
 
The Board is looking forward to working with Brad and taking our Club forward. 
We are confident Brad will bring with him an exciting approach and new  
 
 
 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 
 
atmosphere in all areas of the operation. With the club moving to the position of 
full time General Manager and Brad's desire to succeed, the club is confident 
service to our Members and Guests will undoubtedly improve. 

_______________________________________________________
DONNIE ROWE NEW GENERAL MANAGER AT LINGAN GOLF AND 
COUNTRY CLUB 

The Board of Directors of the Lingan Golf and Country Club would like to 
welcome our new General Manager Mr. Donnie Rowe. 

Donnie is a native of Sydney now living in Glace Bay with his wife Karen and two 
children Matthew 11 and Kaileigh 8. He is a graduate of Cape Breton University 
with a BACS Sports Degree.  

He was employed for the past 11 years at the Bell Bay Golf Club as Pro Shop 
Manager. While there they hosted two Canadian Tour events, the Wayne  

Gretzky and Friends, two RCGA Club Championship Championships, 2004 
Maritime NHLer’s for Kids, 2001 Nova Scotia Junior Golf Championship, and 
2005 RCGA Canadian Amateur events. 

Donnie also has a love for basketball. In 2001 he co-chaired the AUS Women’s 
Basketball Championships and was an Assistant basketball Coach at UCCB 
1994-1998. 

Donnie on behalf of our members and the Board of Directors, Lingan Golf and 
Country Club we welcome you to our club. Donnie can be reached at: 
donnie.rowe@lingangolf.com    

 

 
2008 NSGA Women’s Amateur Champion- Mireille LeBlanc 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 

______________________________________________________ 
The 2009 Nova Scotia Player of the Year     
 
The Player of the Year (POY) is a ranking system that awards points to players 
from their finishes in various tournaments throughout the golfing year. It is 
designed to promote the development of golfers in Nova Scotia through a ranking 
system based on their competitive accomplishments. Thus providing players with 
a means to grade their development relative to their peers. Player of the Year 
information can be used for building resumes and portfolios. 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible for the POY, players must be amateur golfers as defined by the 
Rules of Golf, be a member in good standing of the Nova Scotia Golf Association 
and play in at least one identified Nova Scotia POY event each year. 
 
Juniors are not able to accumulate junior point in amateur or amateur point for 
junior events. If they receive point in an amateur event they credit towards their 
amateur standing. 
 
PROCESS FOR CALCULATING POINTS 
The NSGA office staff is responsible for calculating points for each player who 
has earned points. To find out what events are used and their point values, go to 
the "POY Point Chart" on the website.   

The POY Point Chart 
CLUB LEVEL TOURNAMENTS SUCH AS INVITATIONALS AND CL UB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

1st 50 6th 25 
2nd 45 7th 20 
3rd 40 8th 15 
4th 35 9th 10 
5th 30 10th 5 

 

PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1st 100 6th 50 
2nd 90 7th 40 
3rd 80 8th 30 
4th 70 9th 20 
5th 60 10th 10 

 



 

 

                      
 

                                               
 

 
 
POY Result Spreadsheets will be posted on the website and ranked from highest 
to lowest. These spreadsheets will be updated regularly throughout the season 
with the final update at the end of September. Deadline for 2009 Player of the 
Points is September 30, 2009. Any events played after this date will be counted 
for the following season (2010).  
 
MAXIMUM 10 EVENTS PER PLAYER 
To prevent a player from accumulating a distorted number of points due to the 
number of tournaments played, the associated costs incurred, and recognizing 
the need for scheduling breaks to avoid burnout; the total points recorded will 
count a maximum of 10 events in which the player earns the most points. 
 
TIE BREAKING PROCEDURE 
In the event of a tie the players will receive the amount allocated based on their 
finish. For example if there was a 3 way tie for 8th spot in the Women’s Amateur, 
each competitor will be awarded 30 points, however 9th and 10th points will not 
awarded.  
 
NSGA PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Awards are given to the top ranking male and female amateur and male and 
female junior. 
 
WHAT TOURNAMENTS ARE ELIGIABLE FOR THE NOVA SCOTIA ORDER 
OF MERIT? 
Any club invitational 
Any club championship 
NSGA provincial championship (amateur and junior) 
 
The Nova Scotia Golf Provincial Player Development Committee reviews the 
relative weighting of tournament events and the points awarded to each 
tournament. The POY is revised where necessary at that time (off-season/winter) 
for the following year. To register your tournaments with the Player of the Year 
please contact the NSGA at 902-468-8844 or email nsga@ns.aliantzinc.ca.  

 
 

       
2008 NSGA Men’s Player of the Year- Trevor Chow 2008 Women’s Player of the Year-                                                   

Helen Castonguay                                                                                       


