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NOVA SCOTIA GOLF ASSOCIATION 
MINTUES OF THE SPRING MEETING 
MAY 4, 2008 
 
 
LOCATION: Oakfield Golf and Country Club,  Oakfield, NS. 
STARTING TIME: 10:00AM. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
From the Executive Committee 
Chairing the meeting, President Sue Rait, Vice President Doug McEwan, 
Secretary/Treasurer Earl Bennett, Publicity Chair Judi Milne, Tournament Chair 
J.Treen Garrett, Handicap Chair John Horton, Chair of Player Development 
Glenn Robinson, Historian Alan Dunlop, Rules Chair Linda Bennett,  Junior Chair 
Clyde Weldon, Course Rating Chair  Jodie Sanders,  Bill MacMillan, RCGA ‘C’ 
Governor and Executive Director David Campbell.  
 
ABSENT: . Vice President Peter Cooke, Past President John McLeod. 
 
Past Presidents 
Cliff Lowrey, Roland Deveau, Tom McCarthy,  Donna Ernst (NSLGA), David 
Henderson, and currently serving on the Executive Committee, Clyde Weldin and 
Bill MacMillan. 
 
Member Clubs Represented 
14 Wing Greenwood, Airlane, Amherst, Annapolis Royal, Ashburn, Berwick 
Heights, Bluenose, Brightwood, Brookfield, Chester, Clare, Coyote Hills, Digby, 
Dundee, Fox Hollow, Grandview, Hartlen Point, Ken Wo, Linacy Greens, Lingan, 
Lost Creek, Mountain, Oakfield, Olde Town, Osprey Ridge, Paragon, Pin-Hi, 
River Hills, River Run, River Oaks, Truro. 
 
Representing the RCGA 
Tom McCarthy RCGA Governor and Teri Yamada Managing Director of 
Communications and Government Relations. 
 
Zone Representatives 
Ryan Boutilier Cape Breton Zone, Sheila Crummell  Metro West Zone, Diane 
Leary South Shore Zone, Val Gillis Central Zone, Sharon Griffith Valley Zone, 
Sheila Dewar Metro East Zone, Jim MacDonald Nova Canso Zone, Bob Milner 
Northern Zone  and Ernest Muise Western Zone. 
 
Assistant Directors 
Assistant Tournament Director Donna Bonner. 
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Moment of Silence 
The assembly observed a moment of silence for golfers who have passed away 
recently. 
 
Opening Comments 
President Sue Rait introduced the Past Presidents to the assembly and 
recognized the Zone Representatives present at the meeting. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Several corrections were noted to the minutes.  
It was moved by Sharon Griffith and seconded by Bil l MacMillan that the 
minutes as circulated, with amendments as noted the reon be approved. 
The motion was carried. 
 
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT: 
President Sue Rait tabled her report.(See Page 23 of Spring General Meeting 
Information Package attached to the original of these minutes.) 
 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Secretary/Treasurer tabled the audited financial statements for 2006 and 2007, 
showing an operating surplus of $56,508 and a deficit of $39,817 respectively. 
(See Pages 24-46 of Spring General Meeting Information Package attached to 
the original of these minutes.) 
 
Moved by Earl Bennett and seconded by Jodie Sanders that the Treasures report 
be accepted as presented. The motion was carried. 

 
Items noted include: 

·  Planned deficits by increasing program activity to promote growth of golf in 
Nova Scotia. 

·  Tournament deficits being gradually decreased. 
·  Increase in 2008 competitive round rate from $12 to $13. 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 
 
Rules Chair- Linda Bennett tabled her written report. (See Page 52 of Spring 
General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these minutes.) 
Items noted include: 

·  Pace of Play policy amended to remove requirement to give warnings.  
·  New Pace of Play Policy based on group times was considered but is 

tabled for now. 
·  Dress Code updated to reflect change in fashions. No longer requires 

socks or sockettes to be worn. Now part of Code of Conduct. 
·  New Spectator Policy adopted. 
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·  These policies will be posted at all tournaments and are available on the 
NSGA website. 

 
Player Development Chair - Glenn Robinson tabled his written report. (See 
Page 53 of Spring General Meeting Information Package attached to the original 
of these minutes.) 
Items noted include: 

·  Details of the RCGA/CPGA Long Term Development Program available 
on the RCGA website. 

·  A mentoring program is underway this year with elite senior players from 
around the Province providing assistance and their experiences to elite 
Juniors in the Province. 

·  Comments from Players on the Blue Golf Program indicates the Program 
is an overwhelming success. 

·  News letters now being sent to all Competitive players registered on the 
Blue Golf Program. 

 
Publicity Chair- Judi Milne tabled her written report. (See Page 54 of Spring 
General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these minutes.) 
Items noted include: 

·  Position title proposed to be changed to Membership Chair per the new 
Bylaw of the Association. 

·  E-mail addresses off Blue Golf and from Clubs being used to circulate 
news letters to the members. 

·  Clubs are encouraged to print and post the news letters as information for 
their membership. 

 
Handicap Chair - John Horton tabled his written report. (See Page 55 of Spring 
General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these minutes.) 
Items noted include: 

·  New Handicap Manuals now available. 
·  Package for Club Handicap Chairs should have been received by all. 
·  4 Hour training session being held May 31st at Greenwood. 
·  Clubs are required to have at least one member certified on the Handicap 

system. 
·  To date 35 Nova Scotia Member Clubs are using the RCGA on line 

Handicap System. 
·  RCGA stand alone system not being supported after 2008. 

 
Historian - Alan Dunlop tabled his written report. .(See Pages 56-57 of Spring 
General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these minutes.) 
Items noted include: 

·  River Hills Golf Club will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2010. 
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Course Rating Chair - Jodie Sanders tabled her written report.(See Page 58 of 
Spring General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these 
minutes.) 
Items noted include:  

·  River Oaks Golf Course is looking for the 2007 re-rating information of 
their course. 

 
Junior Chair - Clyde Weldin tabled a verbal report on Junior activities. 
Items noted include: 

·  Three invitational clinics being held for juniors in May. 
·  Vehicle Liability Insurance for transporting Juniors being researched. 
·  Club sponsored Tournaments for Juniors not being advised to NSGA. 
·  Junior fund raising lottery having logistical problems, being worked on. 
·  Level of Competition by Juniors expected to improve due to Canada 

Games qualifying incentive and individual training elite juniors have been 
obtaining in the winter months. 

·  Mandatory Rules Clinics are planned for the Midget and Junior 
tournaments, paralleling the RCGA practice. 

·  3000 children received golf instruction in schools over the winter. 
 
Tournament Chair-  J. Treen Garrett tabled a verbal/ power Point report. 
Items noted were; 

·  Tournament registration displayed this year to date. Registration for the 
Men’s 4 ball is down and the Women’s Amatuer and Senior registration is 
slow. 

·  Qualifiers for the various men’s and women’s tournaments explained. 
·  Web site information to be updated this week. 
·  The concept of a Women’s Mid Amatuer was introduced, with feed back 

requested. 
 
Vice President - Doug McEwan introduced Ryan Boutilier as the new 
Representative for the Cape Breton Zone. 
 
Moved By Linda Bennett and seconded by Donna Bonner that the reports of the 
Chairs be accepted as presented. The motion was carried. 

 
Cheque Presentation- RCGA Governor Tom McCarthy presented the 
Association with a cheques for $29,475 in support of golf programs being run by 
the NSGA. Amounts include as follows; $15,000 Future Links; $4,000 Internship 
Program; $5,275 In-School Program; $2,000 coaching Grant,  and $3,200 
Women’s Division Grant. 
 
Tom McCarty encouraged all Clubs to encourage and provide playing time for 
kids. 
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REPORT FROM RCGA “C” GOVERNOR BILL MACMILLAN: 

 
Bill MacMillan tabled his written report.(See Pages 63-73 of Spring General 
Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these minutes.) 
Items noted include: 

·  Review of National Tournament changes and Venues. 
·  Negotiations are in progress with Ford on sponsorship of Future Links 

Vans. 
·  Information on CN Future Links Program accessible via RCGA web site. 

 
PRESENTATION BY TERI YAMADA  RCGA EXECUTIVE MANAGER OF 
COMMUNICATIONS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

 
Teri Yamada gave an extensive power point presentation on the RCGA Strategic 
Plan Initiative. 
Items noted were; 

·  Input to be sought for new Governance Structure. 
·  Survey on service expectations available on line. 
·  Package being developed for School Boards for a Golf Curriculum. 
·  Expect a $3 dues increase as part of financing to replace the $2,000,000 

that was provided annually from the Canadian Open. That money now 
going to grow the tournament and to Charities. 

·  Cost control measures in effect. Staff reduced by nine persons. 
·  Some Programs cut. 
·  Seeking Sponsorship funding for Amatuer Tournaments. 
·  Member Clubs encouraged to let membership dues increase to flow 

through to members as a separate item on their membership billings. 
·  New Golf Card Program,  linked to Air Miles, explained. The Program will 

provide a medium for Golf Clubs to communicate with Golfers. 
·  Cards will work for charity fund raising activities also. 
·  Atlantic Provinces Courses sign up initiative to start in September 2008. 
·  Possible that Membership Card and Golf Card will merge in a couple of 

years. 
 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
President Sue Rait tabled the nominations report which details the Executive 
Committee positions open for re-election at the Fall General Meeting. (See Page 
62 of Spring General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of 
these minutes.) 
 
The session adjourned for lunch at 12:15PM and reconvened at 1:00PM. 
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REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

Executive Director David Campbell tabled a written report. (See Pages 47-53 of 
Spring General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these 
minutes.) 
Items noted include: 

·  Introduction of Scott Leverman. Scott will serve as membership 
coordinator and oversee the Public Player Program and assist at 
tournament venues this summer. 

·  Blue Golf registration numbers reviewed. 
·  Ashley Heffernan will serve as the 2008 CN Future Links Coordinator. 
·  Player of the Year Program criteria reviewed. 
·  Summer Games selection Criteria reviewed.(See Page 59-61 of Spring 

General Meeting Information Package attached to the original of these 
minutes.) 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Hall of Fame Inductees - President Sue Rait announced that Beverly Gallagher, 
Past President of the NSLGA,  and Pat Nickerson have been inducted into the 
Yarmouth Sports Hall of Fame. Bev is being recognized for her golf initiatives 
and is being inducted as Builder of the Year and Pat is being recognized for her 
golf accomplishments. 
Letters of congratulations have been sent to Bev and Pat. 
 
Bylaw Amendment- Moved by Doug McEwan and seconded by Linda Bennett 
that the current bylaw be repealed and Bylaw No. 1 relating generally to the 
conduct of the business and affairs of the Association to accommodate 
necessary corrections and amendments in the existing bylaw be enacted. The 
motion was carried. (A copy of the bylaw is attached to the original of these 
minutes.) 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:15PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted. 
Earl Bennett 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Nova Golf Association 
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2008 PRESIDENTS REPORT 
SUE RAIT      
       
Fellow NSGA Executive, NSGA members, invited guests, friends; 
 
It has been a real honour and a privilege to serve as NSGA President for the past 
two years.  The time has passed so quickly. 
 
I would be lying if I told you I had enjoyed every moment.  There were days when 
working on the By-law amendment that we passed in the spring that I seriously 
thought about running away from home.  However, that frustration is outweighed 
by all the fun and pleasure that came from traveling around the province to spring 
Zone meetings or working at provincial tournaments.  
 
I offer my sincere thanks to the Board of Directors for your advice, patience and 
good humour over the past two years.  You guys really made my job so much 
easier.  We worked hard and I believe we have laid a firm foundation for future 
development of the NSGA. 
 
David Campbell was a great help to me as well. There were always a few laughs 
as we spent many hours on the phone or in his office working our way through 
the paperwork of the week.  David also took on the role of my long distance 
chauffer on our many road trips.  We chatted and snacked from West Pubnico to 
Sydney.  Must admit I was glad when the law was passed that required him to 
use a headset when answering his Blackberry while driving.   
 
A special thanks to my sweetie/husband/golf partner Jack Rait.  He has been 
there in the background offering encouragement the whole time.  I bet he is 
wondering what I will get him into next.   
 
Peter Cooke, I know you will be a great president for the NSGA.  May your term 
in office give you as much satisfaction as I have found in mine. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT  
EARL BENNETT 
 
The Association is expected to operate at a deficit of approximately $40,000 for 
2008, of which $24,000 was planned. The Executive is comfortable with the cash 
position of the Association and plans to continue small operating deficits to 
further reduce the cash reserves by increased emphasis on programs to promote 
increased interest in Golf within the Province and to develop our elite golfers 
competitiveness.   
 
Membership dues will increase from $15 to $18 for the 2008 year as a result of a 
$3 increase by the RCGA. Member clubs are encouraged to show the dues 
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breakdown of $8 NSGA and $10 RCGA on their annual invoices to their 
members. 
 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT 
PETER COOKE 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
 
Another successful year has come to a close with lots of keen interest from the 
players. The ladies had 20 events registered for participation, covering most of 
the province. There were 123 ladies who earned points through out the summer, 
and when the final tally was taken Helen Castonguay from Northhumberland 
Links became the 08 winner with 455 pts, but only 40 pts. ahead of runner-up 
Jean Boudeau - HP.  The men’s division had 19 registered events from which to 
choose to participate, here we had 207 players earning points throughout the 
year. This competition became a 2- man race as the season drew to a close, with 
Trevor Chow from Ashburn pulling out to a small margin of victory over Glenn 
Robinson of Pin-Hi, 355 pts. to 345 pts. The junior boys had 13 registered events 
with 83 boys earning points. The winner was proclaimed early with Eric Locke of 
Digby Pines 340 pts. Eric had a dominating year in which he shone above all the 
others in all his competitions. The junior girls division still is a project in the works 
as we only have results from the provincial girls championship with Irene Jung of 
Penn Hills claiming the top spot with 100 pts.  Both male & female golfers have 
shown great interest in the POY program, it has become a big topic of 
conversations throughout the golfing season and will help the competition grow 
more and more as we add more tournaments to the registered list.                   
 
 Thanks to all the clubs who have added their tournaments to the group and their 
committees who have forwarded results to the NSGA office. Those clubs who 
would like to add their invitational or club championship to the list for 2009 please 
contact the office. 
 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
DOUG MCEWAN 
 
As the 2008 golf season draws to a close once again Mother Nature did interfere, 
with many of the clubs in the province. Overall it could be classed as a wet 
summer, which required several clubs close for several days due to soggy and 
unplayable conditions. Unfortunately, not all of the Zone Chairpersons have 
submitted their reports at this time, so I’m not able to comment on the successes 
or disappointments, which may have been encountered by many of the clubs. 
The individual Zone Reports should elaborate on these matters. 
 
I personally experienced disappointment with this year’s Level IV Rules seminar 
held by the RCGA in Moncton during the later part of May. I and some of my 
colleagues, referred to it as a “brain drain”  coupled with an examination, which 
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wasn’t fit for a PhD English professor at Dalhousie University. Hopefully, the 
RCGA’s future seminars and certification examinations will test, a candidate’s 
Rule Interpretation abilities rather than their exhaustive reading and 
comprehension stamina. 
 
Nevertheless, we moved on into the golf season and although our tournament 
participation was not at 100%, most events saw a satisfactory registration given 
the economic woes, particularly with the oil industry, and the price of gas. I 
participated in several tournaments as a Rules Official, namely the Four Ball, Mid 
Amateur, both the Ladies Amateur and Senior, the Ladies Bronze and the 
NSSAF High School Provincial. 
 
I was also called upon to represent the NSGA at the closing ceremonies for 
several of these events. 
 
As a member of the NSGA Executive, I attended numerous meetings of the 
Management and Financial Committee. I negotiated the purchase of ten new 
hand-held Two-Way Radios for the Tournament/Rules committee, rather than 
having to lease these type of radios annually and not getting the good quality of  
reception, which is needed during the operation of our tournament events.  
 
Lastly, I was the Chairman of the Murray Purcell Bursary Program and once 
again the NSGA presented $13,000 to seven successful applicants to further 
their post secondary education. This year’s recipients were: 
 

 

 
Kenzie MacDowell 

$3000.00 

 
The top bursary of $3000.00 is awarded to Kenzie MacDowell of Port 
Hawkesbury, Cape Breton. Ms. MacDowell is a member of the Dundee Golf 
and Country Club. Kenzie graduated from the Strait Area Education - 
recreation Centre this past June and will be attending Mount Allison 
University this fall.  

 

 

 
Stephane Leblanc 

$2500.00 

 
Stephane Leblanc of Clare Golf and Country Club is the next recipient of 
the Murray Purcell Bursary. Stephane has just completed his grade 12 at 
Upper Canada College in the International Baccalaureate Program and will 
be attending the Université Sainte-Anne this September. 
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Stephen Hicks 

$1500.00 

 
Middleton native Stephen Hicks, who is a member of the Paragon Golf and 
Country Club, has received a bursary in the amount $1500.00. Stephen will 
begin his undergraduate degree at the University of Guelph this fall. 

 

 

 
Jennifer 

Cousineau 
$1500.00 

 
Jennifer Cousineau is a member of the Hartlen Point Forces Golf Club and 
works during the summer at the Links at Montague. Jennifer will be 
attending the Nova Scotia Agricultural College in September where she is 
enrolled in the Bachelor of Science program.  

 

 

 
James Holland 

$1500.00 

 
James Holland of the Ken-Wo Golf Club recently graduated from Horton 
High School. He will be attending Acadia University in the fall where he will 
be studying Business. James was a member 2007 Junior Boys Team that 
represented Nova Scotia at the National Championship.    
 

 

 
Sam Holland 

$1500.00 

 
Sam Holland is also a member of the Ken-Wo Golf Club and a graduate of 
Horton High School. Sam represented Nova Scotia at the National Junior 
Boys Championships in both 2006 and 2007. He will be attending Acadia 
University in the fall and will be pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree.  
 

 

 
Nick Sutherland 

$1500.00 

 
This year’s final recipient of the Murray Purcell Bursary is Nicholas 
Sutherland of the Abercrombie Golf and Country Club. Nick recently 
graduated from North Nova Education Centre and is enrolled in Acadia 
University’s Bachelor of Business Administration program.  
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The highlight of my season was being asked to participate as the, Nova Scotia 
Willingdon Cup Team, (non-playing Captain) during the Canadian Men’s Amateur 
Championship at Paradise Canyon Golf Resort in Lethbridge, Alberta. This event 
proved to be a real learning experience from a tournament organization 
perspective to course set-up and onto witnessing the competitive keenness of all 
the participants. 
 
In conclusion it was a busy season. I would like to thank all the member and staff 
of the Association for their outstanding support and in particular the Zone 
Chairpersons for their dedication and assistance to the Tournament Committee 
when events were being hosted in their Zone. 
 
Enjoy the remainder of the season and I look forward to serving you in 2009. 
 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
TREEN GARRETT 
 
To begin, I would like to thank all the NSGA & Club Volunteers who gave their 
time and energy to assist in making our tournaments successful. A special 
acknowledgement is extended to tournament committee members Peter Grant 
and Donna Bonner. 
As well, to Linda Bennett, her skill of monitoring our trusty lightning detector and 
anticipating when to clear the course have been as valuable as her knowledge of 
the rules. 
 
This year we hired a summer student; Scott Leverman. He attended most of your 
tournaments, giving us an additional resource and writing articles for our website. 
The Herald has stopped sending their reporter to even our major championships 
so these articles appear to have served as a bases for what appeared in the 
newspaper. 
 
Individual Tournament summaries: 
 
Men’s 4 Ball Championship 
 
Hosts: 14 Wing Greenwood Golf Club &  Paragon Golf & Country Club  
 
Participants: – 138 / 200 / 240 Teams  
 
Champion Team: Kevin Hurley & Sean Hurley  
 
Again this year the number of teams participating declined. A survey by the office 
just after the tournament indicated that the venue had become somewhat old and 
the complete wash out in 2006 was still having an effect. 
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This small field actually would have allowed us to use one course each day but 
the logistical problems of where players would play their practice round and 
where they would receive their meal lead us to maintain using both course each 
day. 
 
With having only morning draws we were presented with the opportunity to do 
the draws by score at both courses. This draw procedure results in players with 
higher scores teeing off later on tee 10 than some players with lower scores on 
tee 1. 
 
As usual, we had a few players unhappy with this result. 
 
Although the Greenwood course was the Host Club it did not have an Internet 
connection so we had to use Paragon’s system. We relayed the scores in 
Greenwood scores to Paragon on the telephone and called the results back to 
Greenwood. 
 
Men’s Mid Amateur Championship 
 
Host: Clare Golf & Country Club  
 
Participants: – 145 / 144 / 168 Players  
 
Champion: Arron Nickerson  

Arron’s 63 on the 1st day was an NSGA Mid Amateur record and the 
Competitive Course Record at the Clare Golf & Country Club.     
 

Team Members:    (-40) Arron Nickerson  
  (+40) Robert Collins  
  (-40) Glenn Robinson  

Leon Carter was tied with Glenn Robinson but 
had declared he would be unable to go to the 
Nationals  

  (+40) Mike Hebb  
Mike Hebb defeated Dean Woodman in a 
playoff for his position on the team. 
 

It became apparent that the difference between the Handicap factors submitted 
with their entries and those collected at registration were almost the same with a 
few exceptions. One drastic swing was investigated and the recording error was 
corrected. 
 
This stability provided us with the opportunity to do a mid tournament 
presentation of gift certificates to the winners in divisions 3 and 4. It also allowed 
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these players to play within their peer group and with the players they needed to 
beat to win a certificate. 
 
With the exception of one player this action was well received. These players 
appreciated getting their certificates at the end of their flights rather than either 
waiting till the end of the afternoon flights or making a special trip to spend them. 
 
Men’s Amateur Championship 
 
Host: Lingan Golf & Country Club  

 
Participants – 162 / 144 / 168 Players  
 
Champion: David Williamson  

David Williamson defeated Sean Hurley in a playoff.     
 
Provincial  
Team Members:    David Williamson  

  Sean Hurley  
  Trevor Chow  
  Ryan Boutilier  

Although we did not have to run a qualifier this year we did flight 18 more players 
than was normal in the past. With 37 more players than last year when this 
tournament was in the same area, it appears that the change to the qualifier has 
had the desired effect. 
 
Doctors Nova Scotia Midget Championships 
 
Host: Riverrun Golf Club  

 
Participants  –  52 / 60 / 120 Players  
 
Champions:  

 
Girls: Christina Merner  
 
Boys: Eric Locke  

    
 Boys qualifying and invited to Juniors:  
   Eric Locke  

Brett McKinnon  
Joseph Muzzerall  
Adam McNeil  
Colin MacKinley  
Cody Locke  
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James Shapleigh  
Peter Ryan  
Riley Griffin  
Graeme Koivu  
Brett McLanders  
John Deacon  
 

Although this tournament was held very close to the centre of the province the 
number of participants was lower than expected.  
 
The range in skills level range in this age group was pretty large down. 
 
Within the boys; 2nd was 8 strokes off 1st, 10th was 12 strokes off 2nd, 20th was 18 
off 2nd, 30th was 25 and 40th was 48. 
 
We had 4 girls this year opposed to the single entry last year. 
Within the girls 1st to 3rd was 19 strokes. 
 
As it appears we will be using 9 Hole Golf Courses for this tournament in the 
future there are a number of issues that will need to be addressed and presented 
to the executive at the winter meeting. 
 
Women’s Amateur & Senior Championships 
 
Host: West Pubnico Golf & Country Club  

 
Amateur – 19 / 44 /Players  Senior – 50 / 74 /Players  

 
Champion:   Mireille LeBlanc    Kathy Powers  

 
Team Members:    Mireille LeBlanc   Jean E Boudreau  

Laura Harris    Margaret dEntremont  
Irene Jung    Debi Karrel  
Anne Balser    Leslie Houde  

Kathy had declared that she 
would be unable to go to the 
Nationals 

 
Again the number of participants dropped, against 2007 
   The Amateur went from 32 to 19  

The Senior went from 55 to 50 
 
There were some comments that the location played a part but it is also a 
continuation of a trend that began prior to amalgamation. 
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Although there were weather issues all rounds were completed. The hospitality of 
the committee at West Pubnico was outstanding with the party at the club on 
Thursday night being a real highlight. 
 
Our President’s opening remarks at the presentation ceremony in French was 
very much appreciated by the local group. 
 
It is imperative that we attract more women to this event. With it being held in the 
HRM in 2009, hopefully we will see an increase in participation. As well, some 
proposals will be presented to the executive at the winter meeting. 
 
Junior Championships 
 
Host: Eden Golf & Country Club 
 
Participants:  

Boys         Girls  
132 / 150 / 150 Players      11 / 30 / 30 Players  

 
Overall Junior Champion:   Eric Locke    Irene Jung  

 
Junior Champion:    Luke Dempsey   Irene Jung  
 
Juvenile Champion:   Eric Locke    Brynn Tomie  
 

Provinical 
Team Members:    Eric Locke      Irene Jung  

Luke Dempsey     Brynn Tomie  
Sean Stuart      Courtney Balcome  
Ally Tidcombe     Olivia Driscoll  

  
Atlantic Teams: 
 
Junior Members:    Luke Dempsey     Irene Jung  

Sean Stuart      Brynn Tomie  
Thomas McLellan     Courtney Balcome  
Zach Carson     Olivia Driscoll  

  
Juvenile Members:   Eric Locke         

  Ally Tidcombe      
  Eric Banks       
  Ryan MacPherson      

 
Midget Members:    Brett McKinnon       

Adam McNeil      
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Cody Locke       
Riley Giffin      

 
As a result of Eric Locke having won the Midget Championship, having his 15th 
birthday prior to the start of the Junior Championships and his performance there 
he holds all three Nova Scotia Junior Titles. His score of 63 on the 2nd day of the 
junior was one better than what was accomplished at the Men’s Mid Amateur 
held at Eden in 2006. 
 
The inclusion of a meal for the juniors was popular with players, parents and the 
club. 
 
Unfortunately, we saw a drop in participation from last year; the girls were down 
by 3 and the boys were down 24.    
 
Family Classic 
 
Host: 14 Wing Greenwood Golf Club  
 
Particiapnts - 88 / 100 / 120 Teams  
 
Champion Team:   Peter Hope & Rich Hope  
 
Father / Son:   Peter Hope & Rich Hope  
 
Mother / Son:   Roberta Banfield & Ian Banfield  

 
Father / Daughter:   Ken Ervanowitz & Chantelle Ervanowitz  

 
Mother / Daughter:  Joan Carey & Renda VanDertoon  

 
Grandfather / Grandchild:  Stan Locke & Eric Locke  

 
Mother / Daughter:  No Participants 
 
The conditions at the Greenwood Golf Course had improved from June and the 
discovery of a telephone line that did not go through the base switchboard 
allowed us to use BlueGolf on a dial up connection. 
 
Women’s Pinehurst 
 
Host: Glen Lovat Golf Club  

 
Participants - 57 / 60 / 108 Teams  
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Champion Team:   Jean White & Debi DeCoste  
 
The pre tournament visit established that there was a considerable amount of 
work required to bring the Glen Lovat Golf club to our tournament set up 
standard. 
 
The club and I extend a big thank you to our Rules Director, Linda Bennett who 
provided some great advice and written description of requirements for each 
hole. 
 
Although a few players felt that 7am was early to start the tournament, this was a 
very successful event. Players found the course to be very interesting along with 
very challenging.  
 
A number of the players took the time to call or write to the course owners with 
positive comments. This action was much appreciated by the owners. 
Men’s Senior 
 
Host: River Hills Golf & Country Club  
 
Participants – 138 / 144 / 168 Players  
 
Senior Champion: Cliff Lowery Jr  

 
Provincial  
Team Members:    Cliff Lowery Jr  

  Graham MacIntyre  
  Tom Banks  
  Robert O’Leary  

Robert O’Leary defeated Peter Sterling in a playoff to 
earn the 4th Position on the Provincial Team 
 

Super Senior Champion: Peter Hope  
Peter Hope defeated John Munroe in a playoff 

 
Comments received about the introduction of a qualifier were positive although 
we did not have to use it this year. 
 
The number of Super Seniors continues to grow with 23 playing this year. We 
had hoped to group them on the final day but problems with the system did not 
allow this. 
 
Unfortunately, these problems delayed the publication of the draw and it was only 
with the assistance of Peter Grant that we were able to produce it when we did. 
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Men’s Senior 4 Ball 
 
Host: Eaglequest Grandview Golf & Country Club  
 
Participants – 114 / 112 / 112 Teams  
 
Champion Teams:  

Richard Moore & Bill Walsh 
Gary Illsley & David McDonald 
 
We thought we had exhausted the waiting list in 2007, as we did not flight a full 
field. 
After we did the draw to reduce the field to 112 we learned that we had drawn out 
2 teams that were drawn out in 2007 and did not play in 2007. We choose to add 
these teams back into the field expecting that we would have withdrawals that 
would put us back to 112. Unfortunately, during the process of removing 
withdrawals and adding teams in from the waiting list we failed to reduce the 
field. 
 
Thursday’s play was suspended with forty some teams still on the course. These 
teams had to return at 6:30 to finish day 1 and then went back out to complete 
their second round. 
 
Pace of play slowed throughout the day resulting in us not being able to complete 
the playoff between two teams tied after 36 holes. 
 
Dual Champion Teams were declared. Gift Certificates were redone to split the 
sum of 1st, 2nd and the supplement between the teams.   
 
Women’s Bronze 
 
Host: Mountain Golf & Country Club  
 
Participants  – 87 / 108 / 108 Teams  
 
Champion Club: Mountain Golf & Country Club  

Team of: Sandra Cameron & Shirley Smith  
 

The weather almost held off long enough but unfortunately some players did get 
a little wet. Fortunately we did not require a playoff as the sky really opened up 
just as we collected the last of the scorecards. 
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The decision was taken not to post the scores until we started the presentations. 
This made the announcement of winners more interesting as the players we not 
able to pre-determine the results. 
 
Mixed 
 
Host: Berwick Heights Golf Course  
 
Participants – 96 / 96 / 96 Teams  
 
Champion Team: Chick Lenahan & Crystal Romero Fitzp atrick  
 
Play was suspended on Sunday but we were able to complete 36 holes. 
 
Barry Miller scored a Hole in one on # 11 on Sunday 
 
RULE’S DIRECTOR REPORT 
LINDA BENNETT 
 
Another golfing season comes to an end.  It’s rather nice to be able to pack up 
our Rules’ kits for the winter without having to wring them out first despite a 
weather delay at the final tournament of the season, the Mixed Championship at 
Berwick Heights. 
 
One Rules Director cannot possibly cover all the tournaments in a single season; 
it takes a team.  We, and especially me, are very fortunate to have a very 
dedicated Team.   I want to  extend my sincere thanks to all members of the 
Rules Team who gave so freely of their time to serve as Rules Officials for the 
thirteen (13) NSGA , one (1) NSSAF High School and three (3) CJGA 
tournaments.   And, a hearty “Welcome aboard !” to those who joined us on the 
Rules carts for the first time this year. 
  
Scheduling of Officials for these tournaments can be mind-boggling; as others 
before me can attest.  At some tournaments this year you must have felt there 
were Rules people behind every tree!  There weren’t; it just looked like it!  Allow 
me to explain. 
 
The schedule is usually completed by mid-March, long before entries open.  The 
number of Officials scheduled is generally four (4) for an eighteen-hole course; 
two for each nine holes.  This offers good Rules assistance for the players and 
allows break times for our volunteers; remember, they are out there from 6:00-
6:30 in the mornings until the end of the days’ play which can be as late as 8:30 
p.m. and makes for very long days for them.  Once entries close and it is 
determined there will not be a full field, it is very difficult to go back to these 
volunteers at the last minute and say “stay home” as they’ve set their schedule 
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for the season just as the players have; plus, for those just starting on a Rules’ 
cart, it is often their only opportunity to gain experience on the course.  So smile 
and give them all a wave; they’ve been out there longer than you. 
 
One thing became very clear in the tournaments this year; when it comes to the 
Rules of the Game, we need to get back to the basics; and, we will in 2009.  But 
let’s start now with one that several players each year learn the hard way; and, 
that is that he/she is responsible for his/her scorecard.  You the player are 
responsible for the score recorded for each hole, not for the total for the round.  
As an example: The person recording your score says he has you down for a 76 
which is the same total you have; you sign the card and pass it in.  Later you’re 
looking at the scoreboard and you see the scores on holes four and five are 
reversed and you inform  the Committee of the error.  The scorecard is checked 
and, low and behold, you’ve signed the card for a score, on one of the holes, that 
is lower than actually taken.  You are now DQ’d (Rule 6-6) for a simple slip of the 
pencil.  CHECK THOSE CARDS and turn the card in yourself ! !  
 
Your Rules Committee was busy on the administrative side of the game in 2008.  
At our request, the Board of Directors accepted changes to the Undue Delay and 
Pace of Play Guidelines and the Dress Code and adopted a new Spectator 
Policy. 
 
I received several Rules questions via the Association’s e-mail and my own.  One 
that was asked several times, both through e-mail and at tournaments, was 
regarding the use of range-finders.  The use of such equipment is still against the 
Rules (Rule 14-3); however, allowing their use by Local Rule will be discussed by 
the Rules Committee during the off-season.   
 
Have a warm and safe winter.  I look forward to seeing you at one of our Rules 
clinics next year. 
 
JUNIOR DIRECTORS REPORT 
CYLDE WELDIN 

 
The year 2008 has been a great year for Junior Golf in Nova Scotia from many 
view points. We have probably had the most competitive golf in many years led 
by three fifteen year olds, all of whom competed at the National level. 
 
We have endeavoured to hold clinics in several areas of the province in the early 
spring., with one at Osprey Ridge, one at Penn Hills and the third at Bell Bay. We 
also introduced the mentoring system in our clinics having some of the better 
players in the province be at the clinics, offering some good advice and also 
working on the course with the kids. We think that all the mentors enjoyed being 
a part of the system and I know the boys and girls appreciated their time and 
effort. The boys and girls all told us how much they appreciated these mentors 
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working with them. On behalf of the junior committee our sincere thanks to all 
those mentors who participated. 
 
We want to increase these clinics for the next year maybe having six (6) instead 
of three. We still want the mentors to be a part of the program and hopefully have 
more of them participate. We need to go deeper into our younger boys and girls 
and start right now working with the 11 to 14 year olds in order to bring them 
along and give them a chance to be as good as they can be for future years. 
 
We need the assistance of the Nova Scotia CPGA professionals to help identify 
for us the kids that are currently showing not only interest in the game but the 
ability to become competitive and perhaps be a part of future provincial teams. 
We want these pros to identify the kids and send us their names, addresses, 
email address, phone number and their parents names so that we can make 
contact with them. These are the kids we need to build with for future. 
 
At the Nationals this past year in Edmonton all the boys were the talk of the club, 
the members and the RCGA, as well as a number of the Non Playing Captains. 
All these people feel that we will have a great next three years with the boys we 
currently have along with some of the 17-18 year olds and possibly be a power 
house during that period. The Nova Scotia team did very well at Nationals when 
six boys traveled out west and four of the six made the cut. Ally Tidcombe 
finished with the highest ranking with a 12th place juvenile finish and 28th overall 
and the team finished in 5th place only 2 strokes behind Alberta. Eric Banks 
finished tied for 24th in juvenile and 61st overall. Eric Locke finished tied for 29th in 
juvenile and 64th overall. Thomas MacLellan finished 75th overall. The field of 
juveniles was 64 in total. They were all well behaved and represented their 
Province extremely well. Sean Stuart and Luke Dempsey failed to make the cut. 
 
The girls team at Nationals in Winnipeg did very well for themselves. Irene Jung 
tied for 7th in the juvenile and was 14th overall. Brynn Tomie was 35th in the 
juvenile division and ranked 61st overall. Courtney Balcome and Olivia Driscoll 
both failed to make the cut at nationals 
 
We have a large number of real good golfers in this province and we proved it 
this year with the juniors performance at the Atlantics and at Nationals. Our 
biggest problem is that our season is so short and we don’t have a great deal of 
training facilities in the area. We also have a lot smaller population to work with, 
but I must say that we have done very well. We now need to build on the future, 
starting right now. 
 
We have to go out to the public and find some sponsors to help us get to the 
point we need. We need to spend more money on clinics, both from a playing 
point of view and also from the mental part of the game. I’m not saying that the 
NSGA is the only one to spend money, we need the parents to step up as well 
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and I’m sure they will do that if they are approached in the right manner. We can 
compete nationally but in order to be the best we need to work a little bit harder. 
The NSGA must provide the leadership in this area and the junior committee 
wants and needs the NSGA to spend some more money on the junior ranks or 
else higher a marketing person to raise more funds or thirdly loosen David up 
from his desk a bit more and have him do the job. The junior committee will give 
all the help it can to this end. 
 
We need to expand our school program for golf in more schools across the 
province during the winter and spring. This will mean hiring on a part time basis 
some professionals who are off during the winter and early spring to go deeper 
into the school system. We need to obtain more money from the RCGA for our 
Future Links programs so that we can do the job that we need to do for the future 
of golf. 
 
I have just received  Ashley’s year end report for Future Links and she is to be 
really commended for what she has done this past summer. Well done Ashley. 
That amount of clinics and that amount of boys and girls is really something. It 
also says to us that since she had to turn down a number of clinics that we need 
probably another person in the future links program and possibly two vans to 
cover the province next year. Can and will the RCGA Future Links program 
support us in this endeavour? This goes along very much with what we have 
been saying in that we need to get deeper into the school system and also more 
in the summer to the girls program and clinics. We cannot neglect those other 
children who want to play but have yet to attain the elite status. These are also 
the kids that are our future. Not everyone will be a great or even good golfer, but 
yet have the game at heart, and will hopefully give back in future years. 
 
We have the Canada Games coming up in 2009 in PEI and we need to work with 
the core people we have identified who have a chance at the team during this 
winter and spring. We want the strongest possible team for both boys and girls 
that this province can put together. The talent is out there we need to work with 
that talent and bring forth the best possible results. We of the NSGA board need 
to get behind the junior program with enthusiasm and not just lip service. David 
has been a big help during the past year with the juniors and he continues to 
work well with the junior committee. Thank you David for all your help. Also a 
thank you to Glen Robinson for working with us on the mentoring program. Ed 
Hanczaryk has been a big influence on both the boys and girls that are in our 
elite programs and I want to thank Ed for all his work, help and advice. More and 
more of our juniors are going to Ed for lessons on a regular basis. 
 
The big key to this whole program is getting more people involved (sponsors) 
and spending more money for the future of golf in this province. These boys and 
girls that are coming thru the system now will be our leaders in the next few 
years and I’m sure they will give back to the game in their years ahead. These 
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are a great bunch of boys and girls we have in the system and don’t let anyone 
tell you anything different. 
 
There is also a need for the clubs to get involved more in promoting junior golf at 
the club level. Some of the clubs do a great job and others are just once again 
paying lip service to the program. All you adults remember that you had to start 
somewhere and undoubtedly someone gave you the help and push that you 
required, now we want you to do the same for all the kids at your club. Each club 
must choose someone who is interested in juniors not someone who is just a 
figurehead. It takes a lot of time, energy and commitment from someone to be 
involved with the juniors I know because I’ve been there. 
 
There is also a need from the NSGA’s point of view to get around to the clubs 
and hold small rules clinics, not just for the juniors but the adults as well. I have 
had some of the seniors whom I play with all year say “wouldn’t it be nice for 
someone to spend a little time with us and teach us the basic rules?” How this 
gets done from an NSGA point of view would and should be up to the Rules 
people. This is not for anyone to do, it takes people who are qualified and we 
have that expertise on our board. Let’s make it available and let’s promote it 
more. 
 
We have finished off the 2008 year in great style with competition at the Trial 
Runs for the Canada Games at Brudenell for 2009. The Nova Scotia Boys team 
with Eric Locke, Eric Banks and Ally Tidcombe won the gold team medals with a 
score of 464. Next was PEI with a total of 509 and New Brunswick with a total of 
519. 
 
The Nova Scotia Boys also took the individual honours with Eric Locke 153, Eric 
Banks and Sam Holland tied at 155 and Eric Banks got the nod for silver on 
retrogression, Sam Holland won the bronze. 
 
In the Girls section, although we didn’t have what we consider our Canada 
Games girls team there we finished second to PEI. Our score of 574 was 10 
strokes behind PEI who shot 564. Because of Canada Games rules the New 
Brunswick girls team was disqualified because one girls did not finish because of 
injury. 
 
There was a meeting held during the event to make recommendations for the 
Canada Games people as to how we think things should happen. It doesn’t seem 
very fair that should a player from any province get sick or injured during the 
event and can’t continue, then the whole team is disqualified. This happened in 
PEI  during the event. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to say a sincere thank you to all the people 
who gave me assistance during this past year. This was greatly appreciated . 
 

 
2008 NSGA Midget, Juvenile and Junior Champion 

Eric Locke 

HISTORIAN’S REPORT 
ALLAN DUNLOP 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
LINGAN - The Historian prepared background materials for the President and 
Executive Director as part of the ceremony recognizing the 100th anniversary of 
Lingan as well as a 
Presentation to Graham MacIntyre, who won his first Amateur, at Lingan, forty 
years ago. 
He also provided some photographs from the NSGA collection for use in a 
centennial 
calendar published by Lingan. 
 
BLUENOSE – The Historian traveled to Lunenburg with the Executive Director 
and the 
Vice-President for a presentation on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the 
Founding of the golf club. 
 
ANNIVERSARIES/NECROLOGY – The Historian prepared a discussion paper 
for the consideration of the Table Officers aimed at standardizing the NSGA 
policy 
 
2008 - Lingan - Centennial 
2009 - Amherst – Centennial 
2010 - River Hills (formerly Shelburne) – 50th 
2011- Oakfield  -  50th 
2012- Hartlen Point  -  50th 
2013- Northumberland  -  50th  

- Paragon  -  50th 
- Pin-Hi  -  50th 
- Ocean Links Golf Village (formerly Sunrise Beach)  -  50th 

2014- Brightwood  -  Centennial 
- Liverpool  -  75th 

2015- Eden  -  75th  
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OLD ASHBURN – The Historian made a presentation in conjunction with the 
naming of a room at Old Ashburn after Stanley Thompson, architect of the 
course. 
 
NSLGA PHOTOGRAPHS: 
 
The Historian has received approximately a half dozen photographs which the 
RCGA Governor, Bill MacMillan, scanned from the scrapbooks of the late Marion 
Penney. 
        
NECROLOGY – The 2002 Nova Scotia Mid-Amateur Champion, Melvin Glenn 
“Mel” Murray died at his home in Fredericton, 8 September 2008, aged fifty-four. 
He is the only non-Nova Scotia golfer to capture the Mid-Amateur title. He was 
born in Trenton, Nova Scotia, 5 May 1954. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR REPORT 
JUDI MILNE 
 
Thank you very much for allowing me to serve on the Executive of the Nova 
Scotia Golf Association (NSGA) for the past few years. 
 
My area of responsibility has taken a bit of time to flush out to make it a very 
relevant part of the Association.  The position started out as Publicity and now is 
Membership as of the Spring Meeting. 
 
Within this framework we were able to produce the first electronic newsletter for 
our members enabling them to get instant information on upcoming events and 
news about the Association.  There are so many more considerations to be 
included in this area. 
 
The future of this responsibility area of the NSGA will now fall into the hands of 
the new Membership Chair. 
 
I look forward to watching the Membership section of the NSGA grow to be a 
very important area to enable the Association to relate very immediately and 
closely with all their members, be it by email or by snail mail.  I also look forward 
to our becoming closer and relevant to all the member clubs and to our newest 
membership base, the Public Players program. 
 
Thank you for your support and I wish the Association much luck in the future. 
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HANDICAP DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
JOHN HORTON    
 
There was one handicap seminar held at Greenwood this spring with 11 
participants in attendance.  This fall there are three being planned: one for 
Yarmouth area, one for the Metro area, and one for new Glasgow / Antigonish 
area.  Efforts are continuing to have all Nova Scotia clubs up to date with the 
handicap certification requirements. 
 
This is the last year for support and use of the stand a lone RCGA Handycap 
program.  RCGA is suggesting that clubs that are still using this handicap 
program join and convert to the RCGA Network for their handicap program.  
Additionally they are suggesting that clubs convert from their current program to 
the Network.  The program is free and all data is stored on RCGA servers.   
 
A note to all clubs is that the active season for Nova Scotia is April 15 to October 
31.  Scores made on Nova Scotia golf courses outside of these dates may not be 
used for handicap purposes.  However, scores made at other courses, during 
their active season, must be posted for handicap purposes.  
 
COURSE RATING DIRECTOR 
JODIE SANDERS 
 
Good day to you all. It’s nice to be able to have a chance to talk about what we 
do since we are not highly visible to most of you when we are rating courses. As 
a matter of fact we now rate most of the courses backwards – that is, starting on 
the 18th green and working toward the number 1 tee. This allows us to disturb 
each group of golfers only once. Thank you to those players we did disturb. You 
made us feel welcome. 
 
We are doing a good job of providing experience for some new raters. Jill 
Refuse, Luke Evans and Nick Strum, all from the Metro area have joined us on 
several occasions as has Jim MacDonald, currently the Zone Rep for 
Nova/Canso. Luke, Nick, and Jim attended a rating seminar with Allison 
Chisholm in New Brunswick early in the spring. Next season there will be enough 
courses to rate so that by the time we’re done, they will be seasoned raters. 
 
This spring the 10 year ratings for the women’s tees (both forward and middle) 
were done for Pictou, Brightwood, Grandview (the host for the 2009 Women’s 
Amateurs and Seniors), and Glen Lovat. Clare and White Point were done this 
fall. Also ratings were reviewed and adjusted for Dundee, Coyote Hill, and 
Greenwood. Next year we will rate Baddeck Forks, Lingan, Granite Springs and 
Sackville. We will also be reviewing other courses (Lost Creek, Fox Hollow, River 
Run, Indian Lake, Hill Top) that may have had changes which affect the ratings 
and newer courses that may have matured or had improvements made. 
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Most of the men’s tees are rated by Bill MacMillan who rated or reviewed 
Greenwood, Airlane, Antigonish, Baddeck Forks, Bell Bay, Coyote Hill, Debert, 
Dundee, Eagle Crest, Eden, Glen Lovat, Grandview, The Links at Montague, The 
Links at Penn Hills, and River Run.  
 
For 2009 men’s ratings will be done at Hill Top, Harbour Ridge, Linacy Greens, 
Lost Creek, Osprey Shore, Sherwood, Witches Ridge, and Abercrombie. Other 
courses will be reviewed as necessary. 
 
Most of you are now familiar with the RCGA Network (www.rcganetwork.org) and 
can enter your scores, adjusted for Equitable Stroke Control, on line. The ratings 
on the Network are the ones that are kept up-to-date. All members can look up 
the course ratings of any course in North America as well as factors and scoring 
record of any RCGA member whose club uses the network. Some of you have 
made inquiries about course changes that might affect the ratings and others 
have asked some great questions about ratings and the effect they may have on 
a player’s factor. Keep he questions coming. It’s what keeps my brain working! 
 
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
GLENN ROBINSON  

 
Another golf season has come and gone and Nova Scotia and once again it has 
seemed much to short.  While the weather has not always co-operated with us, it 
has been a good season and busy one also.  The season began with the NSGA 
holding elite junior camps at Osprey Ridge, the Links at Penn Hills and Bell Bay 
in May.  Ed Hanczaryk conducted these clinics with assistance from the mentors 
from the Junior Mentors program.  After spending time with the juniors on the 
course, the mentors had some Q&A time with the juniors where some 
experiences and ideas could be shared.  While I believe the program can be very 
beneficial to the juniors it is very hard to find time to schedule a date for juniors 
and mentors to get together. The NS Amateur, NS Ladies Amateur, NS Junior, 
various National junior tour events and club junior invitationals seem to take up a 
lot of dates leading into the Canadian Junior.  I hope next season that time will be 
found to take advantage of this program.   
 
The remodeled player rankings have led to an exciting season.  The mens 
rankings remained strong with a large number of tournaments reporting and the 
ladies rankings also were strengthened with more events being reported.  
Congratulations to Trevor Chow and Helen Castonquay on winning their 
respective rankings.  The top 10 from the mens rankings, along with the top 15 
from the NS Amateur will receive an invitation to the prestigious 2009 Barrett 
Amateur in St. Andrews, NB. 
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I would like to wish David Williamson good luck as he transitions into a 
professional golf career from the amateur ranks.  David won the NS Amateur this 
season and then went on to win the NB Amateur the following week.  Also former 
NS Amateur champion Peter Campbell continues to progress in his pro career 
with a few wins on the Moonlight tour in Florida while also competing on the 
Tarheel Tour this past year.  Another former NS Amateur champ,  Russ 
Passmore, also played professionally on the Moonlight tour this past season.  I 
think it shows that our programs are working well  when our Nova Scotia players 
can make the next step in a golf career and can play well on some of the pro 
tours.  
 
VALLEY ZONE REPORT 
SHARON GRIFFITH 
 
2008 saw a number of  Clubs open in early April resulting in a slight increase in 
green fee traffic.  While other Clubs throughout the province experienced a long 
and wet summer, the Valley did not endure the soaking rain storms, and as a 
result, there was little damage to fairways and greens.  Clubs anticipate that they 
will remain open for play well into the fall and are offering specials on green fees 
and carts. 
 
ANNAPOLIS ROYAL  
 
The decline in tourist traffic had a detrimental effect on green fee revenue and 
memberships slipped from previous years.  The Club’s dining room  
continued to be well received by both the Members and the public and is open 
year round. 
The Club will host the 2009 NSGA Mixed and is looking forward to this event. 
 
EDEN 
 
 Membership is up slightly as well as green fee revenue.  A number of projects 
were undertaken this season with work on No. 2, 3, 6 and 7 completed and 
refurbishing of sand traps.  Work continues on No. 4 as well as the irrigation 
system . The Junior Provincials were hosted by Eden and the overall Champions 
were Eric Locke (Male) and Irene Jung (Female).   
 
Club Champions for ‘08  
Men’s – Andrew Sheridan 
Ladies – Donna Leonard 
Junior Male – Eric Locke 
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PARAGON 
 
The European Chafer bug continues to be a problem at Paragon but appears to 
be under control after an expensive and controlled spray program. Gerry 
MacMillan was appointed Manager and reports the Club is holdings its own on 
memberships and running ahead on green fee revenue.  Several members of the 
Club were members of Provincial Teams including Leslie Houde (Senior Ladies), 
Courtney Balcome (Junior Girls) and Tom Banks (Seniors Mens). 
 
Club Champions for ‘08 
Men’s – Gerry MacMillan 
Ladies – Leslie Houde 
Senior Ladies – Laverne Slauenwhite 
Junior Male – Chad MacMillan 
Junior Female – Elizabeth Furniss 
 
GREENWOOD 
 
The European Chafer bug was a big problem this season and resulted in the 
complete rebuilding of No. 6.  It is anticipated that the hole will be in play in June 
’09  along with a new tee area.  Memberships which declined in ’07 due to 
military postings have rebounded and green fees are holdings at projected 
revenues.  Greenwood, along with Paragon, hosted the NSGA Men’s 4 Ball and 
the Champions were Kevin and Sean Hurley .  The Club also hosted the NSGA 
Family Classic with Peter and Rick Hope as Champions. 
 
Club Champions for ‘08 
Men’s – Stu Nauss 
Ladies – Donna Hill 
 
BERWICK HEIGHTS 
 
Green fee revenues and memberships remain relatively steady and it is 
anticipated that budget figures will be met. The Club hosted the NSGA Mixed and 
the Champions were Chick Lenahan and Crystal Romero-Fitzpatrick. Manager 
Wayne Shunamon reported that the hosting of this event was beneficial to the 
Club and is looking forward to hosting other NSGA Tournaments in the near 
future. 
 
Club Champions for ‘08 
Men’s – Dan Keddy 
Men’s Senior – Charles Grant 
Ladies – Andrea Saulnier 
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EAGLE CREST 
 
Green fee revenues show good growth and memberships are up slightly. The 
course continues with a number of projects including the rebuilding of No. 15, 
several new tee areas and the construction of a new Club House.  The Club 
House will be finished over the winter months with a spring completion date. The 
NSGA Ladies Two-Ball will be hosted at Eagle Crest next year and owner Ozzie 
Ward  is looking forward  to other NSGA events in the near future.  
 
Club Champions for ‘08 
 Men’s - Xavier Foley 
 Men’s Senior – Dennie Jordan 
 Ladies – Shari Thurston 
 Ladies Senior – Barbara Kennedy 
 Junior Male – John Sogorka 
 Junior Girls – Brandi Ward 
 
KEN-WO 
 
Jamie Brown has been appointed Director of Golf  and reports having a busy 
year. Memberships are down slightly and revenues from green fees continue to 
be strong. Participation in open tournaments is down (as is with other Clubs in 
the Valley) and is a troubling trend. The Junior program continues to gather in 
large number of young players with a highly regarded teaching format.   
 
Club Champions for ‘08 
Men’s Bruce Fagan 
Ladies – Beth Lloyd 
 
AVON VALLEY 
 
Mike Hartlen became the Acting Manager for ‘08 and is forecasting a relatively   
good year.  Green fees declined in August, due to wet weather and the closure of 
the course, however should show some increase by year’s end.  Memberships 
have remained steady and in-house tournaments have been very popular with 
the members.  The Ladies Division held a Field Day, for the first time in several 
years, and from all reports was well received.   
 
Club Champions for ‘08 
Men’s – Dean Woodman (27th time) 
Men’s Senior – Merrill Beach 
Ladies – Nancy Delahunt 
Ladies Senior – Judy Smith 
Junior – Jordon Newcombe 
 



 

            NSGA Annual General Meeting 
    Ken-Wo Golf and Country Club 
                            October 26, 2008  

 
 

33 

COYOTE HILL 
 
Green fees and memberships have remained constant with a fair number of 
players traveling from the city.   Work is continuing on the course with the up-
grading of holes and tee areas.   
 
METRO WEST ZONE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
SHEILA CRUMMELL 
 
Well, another golfing period has almost come to an end.  The Nova Scotia golf 
season will be over too soon. As we know in Metro, Mother Nature had a way of 
shortening our brief season.  Rain in June and August came too heavy and too 
often.  Tournaments that must be planned well in advance sometimes cannot be 
played in these conditions and unfortunately for some there is no opportunity for 
rescheduling.  Courses in Metro all noted that their revenue from green fee play 
was down.  However, as most avid players know Nova Scotians' are hardy 
golfers and many rounds were played albeit in not the best of weather.  
 
Here are some of the highlights from Ashburn, Glen Arbour, Granite Springs, 
Lost Creek, Pin Hi and Witch’s Ridge as well as the golf facility Indian Lake. 
 
ASHBURN GOLF CLUB 
 
At this time of year, both the courses are in great shape and an awesome array 
of colour awaits the players.  Work is presently underway at both the Old & New 
courses to upgrade tee boxes and to build new forward tees at the course in 
Kinsac. 
One of the most enjoyable tournament events this year was the member/guest 
tournament that was held for the sixth year.  This event is played one day at the 
course in Metro and the other at the course in Kinsac. The Crowell cup held 
annually at the New course provided another large field of keen participants. 
 
As with many of the courses, the closing date remains contingent on the weather 
but the courses will close most likely in mid November. 
 
2008 
Champions  

Club Champion  Senior Champion  Junior Champion  

Men David Williamson David McDonald Thomas McLellan 
    
Women Debi Karrell Debi Karrell Olivia Driscoll 
 
GLEN ARBOUR 
 
Glen Arbour’s tournament schedule was fully booked with both corporate and 
charitable events.  The course was in fine shape despite the rainy weather.  Cart 
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paths throughout the course allow events to go on with minimal disruption.  The 
Halifax Progress Club which raises monies for its charitable works enjoyed a 
great day at Glen Arbour. 
 
2008 
Champions  

Club Champion  Senior Champion  Junior Champion  

Men Dean Landry n/a n/a 
    
Women Donna Illsley n/a n/a 
 
GRANITE SPRINGS 
 
The course weathered the winter well and continued to improve as the season 
progressed. On the agenda for this Bayside Golf Course will be the paving of cart 
paths. This project will be most welcomed by walkers and riders alike. 
 
The J.D. Mitchell kilted tournament was held at Granite Springs again this year.  
Each year the golfers, who participate, raise funds for the Dartmouth General 
Hospital.  Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been raised over the years on 
behalf of this worthwhile cause. 
 
Granite Springs will be open as long as the weather cooperates. 
 
2008 
Champions  

Club Champion  Senior Champion  Junior Champion  

Men Mark Franklin Ken Collier n/a 
    
Women Sue Bradley Henri Bennett n/a 
 
LOST CREEK 
 
Many changes have been made to this course over the past few years.  Fairways 
have been widened and trees have been cleared out.  Future plans include new 
configurations for holes 10, 11 & 12 and this work should be completed within a 
two year time frame. 
Twin City Electric held their tenth anniversary celebration with a golf tournament 
at this Beaverbank location. 
Closing date for Lost Creek will depend upon the weather but will probably be 
around mid November. 
 
2008 
Champions  

Club Champion  Senior Champion  Junior Champion  

Men Mark Connors Alf Gillis Corey MacDonald 
    
Women Sandi Barter Henri Bennett n/a 
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PIN HI GOLF COURSE 
 
This nine hole golf course on the Hammonds Plains road remains popular with 
new golfers and seniors as it allows a leisure pace of play and a gentle walk. 
There are no plans at present to make any major changes to this course. 
The Club championship proved to be a most enjoyable tournament. 

 
2008 
Champions  

Club Champion  Senior Champion  Junior Champion  

Men Glen Robinson Ed Robinson Adam Castellani 
    
Women Kaye Pottie  n/a 
 
WITCH’S RIDGE 
 
The Henderson’s continue to work actively at improving this Mount Uniacke 
course.  Wet weather caused a drop in green fees but no tournaments were 
cancelled because of the weather. 
Many volunteer firefighters enjoyed themselves at the Firefighters tournament 
held each year at Witch’s Ridge. 
Closing date will be November 1st following the final tournament of the year- the 
Guy Fawkes tournament. 
 
2008 
Champions  

Club 
Champion  

Senior 
Champion  

Super Senior 
Champion  

Junior 
Champion  

Men John Shore Rollie Parson Bud Kane Ryan Tavener 
     
Women Mitzi Shaw  Elaine Kane n/a 
 
INDIAN LAKE 
 
Located on the Prospect Road, this golf facility provides the public with an 
enjoyable eighteen hole golf course.  The course continues to improve each year 
and attracts new golfers as well as those seeking to improve their short game.   

 
The course will be closing for play at the end of October. 
 
METRO EAST ZONE DIRECTORS REPORT 
SHEILA DEWAR 

 
I have visited all clubs a couple of times this summer. Most have reported that 
their club suffered in August because of  the wet weather. I joined Brightwood 
Ladies for their opening meeting and played in a pin-round day with the River 
Oaks Ladies. I worked both days at the Senior 4-ball held at Grandview in 
August.  
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AIRLANE 
 
Both adult and junior memberships are down slightly. Next year they are planning 
to built a new par three and hole # 2 will be out of play. They are continuing to 
improve their course bit by bit every year with the tee-boxes being a priority.  The 
Men’s Club Champion is Kevin Obritsch and Senior Men’s Champion for 2008 is 
Boyd Algee. They had an average season this year. 

 
BRIGHTWOOD 
 
Both adult and junior memberships are full this year. Number 1 and # 6 greens 
have been worked on and plans are underway to extend #8 pond to #13.  Tracey 
Crooks took over as the new head professional and had a good year. Brightwood 
is  looking forward to hosting the Provincial Junior champion in 2010 and the 
Men’s Amateur in the near future. The ladies held a successful field day in June. 
They raised $31000 for the Canadian Cancer Foundation at their annual Fore the 
Cure in July. Club Champions for 2008 are Mens – Graeme Power , Senior Mens 
– Eugene Barry,  Ladies – Jennifer Thomson, Senior Ladies – Faye Gunter, 
Junior Male – Matt Gallant and Junior Female – Paige Gallager. 

  
GRANDVIEW 

 
Adult memberships is the same as last year with the Junior membership down. 
Because of the 6 weeks of bad weather in July-August the number of green fees 
is down.  A number of improvements to the course have been carried out this 
year including redoing and redesigning #16 hole which opened in June along 
with a celebration for their 20th anniversary. Holes #1 and #9 have been lengthen 
and new cart paths put in. Next year plans are to fill in the fairway on #17out to  
the 150 yard marker and build new bathrooms on the course.  Eaglequest has 
purchased an additional 63 hectors of land bordering Grandview for future 
development. The club hosted the CJGA Atlantic Champion in July and the 
Provincial Senior 4-Ball in July. The Ladies organized a very successful “Golf for 
the Cure” in May. Club Champions for 2008 are Mens – Ray Ivany, Senior Men –  
Charlie Banfield, Ladies – Cristal Fitzpatrick, Senior Ladies- Roberta Banfield 
and Super Senior- Mary Crawley.                                .   

 
HARBOUR RIDGE 

 
Adult memberships and Junior memberships are the same as last year. They 
have had an average season with the wet weather hurting them. The club is 
always upgrading fairways and greens. The plan for next year is to add a new 
par 3 and using another par 3 to make a longer par 4. They are adding building 
lots beside the course.  Club Champions for 2007 are Mens – Kevin Dzwolak, 
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Senior Men –Brian Clark, Ladies – Lorna Laybolt, and Junior Male - Lucus 
Zwaagstra.   

   
HARTLEN POINT 

 
Adult and Junior Membership is full with the same number as last year. They 
have had an excellent season. They are looking into doing construction this fall 
on holes #3 and # 7 with plans to open them for play in August of 2009. This year 
they put in and paved some new cart paths, and added a new women’s tee on 
#5.  Club Champions for 2007 are Men’s – Mike McCormick, Senior Men’s – 
Mike McCormick, Ladies – Jean Boudreau, Senior Ladies –Jean Boudreau, 
Super Senior Carol Conrad and Male Junior – Mark Johnson. 

  
OAKFIELD 

 
Adult and Junior membership is the same as last year- full with a waiting list. 
They had a good season with the number of rounds- average. They are in the 
process of developing a long range plan. The new general manger Jason Lohnes 
reported that the course is in great shape.  Club Champions for 2008 are Men’s – 
Jeff Campbell, Senior Men- Kevin Walters, Ladies – Jean White, Senior Ladies- 
Louise Smith, Super Ladies Mitzi Johnson, Junior Male – Robert Wickston and 
Junior Female- Olivia Thomas. 

 
RIVER OAKS 

 
Adult and Junior Membership is down from last year. It was a good season with 
green fees the same as last year.  Club Champions for 2008 are Men’s – Barry 
Watson, Senior Men’s – Wayne Fleet, Ladies – Lindsay Corkum, Senior Ladies- 
Joan MacLean, Super Senior ladies – Marg Dickie, and Junior Male Matt 
LeBlanc and Junior Female- Heidi King.  
 
 
CENTRAL ZONE DIRECTORS REPORT 
VALDA GILLIS 
 
After the Spring Meeting in May, I visited all the Courses and handed over all the 
NSGA information along with Tournament Score Sheets.  I also gave each Club 
my NSGA card with my email and phone number on it to contact me whenever 
needed. There were two Provincial Tournaments in the Central Zone that I 
helped with: - The Doctors Nova Scotia Junior Midget Championship held at 
River Run and the Ladies Bronze Championship held at Mountain.  I attended 
the Opening Meeting for Fox Hollow Ladies and enjoyed a game of golf. 
The Central Zone had a lot of rain during the month of August.  Some golf 
courses had to close on occasion while others remained open and would not 
allow carts on the course.  Fall weather has been much easier on the courses.  
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BROOKFIELD GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 
 
Brookfield had a good year except for the month of August when the rain hit and 
they had to close a couple of times.  Charity tournaments held were: The 
Children’s Wish Foundation and Elks Hockey.  The Terry Fox Tournament got 
rained out three times.  The club also participated in quite a few Home and 
Homes for men and women.  The Men’s Club Champion was Mike Penny; Senior 
Men’s Champion was Dave Thornham, Ladies Champion was Denise Snow, 
Senior Ladies was Annie Woodworth and the Junior Champion was Alex 
Flemming 
. 
DEBERT GOLF CLUB 
 
Debert had a busy year.  Drainage is very good so the rainy August did not affect 
them much.  Charity tournaments held were: Doug Peppard Memorial for West 
Colchester Minor Hockey, Pink Ribbon for Breast Cancer, Fall Classic for West 
Colchester Minor Hockey.  Debert also had a number of Men’s Home and 
Homes.  Ladies Club Champion was Laurie Blackmore. Men’s Champion was 
George MacKay.  Senior Men’s Champion was John Leverture.  They did not 
have a Club Junior or Ladies Senior Championship. 
 
FOX HOLLOW GOLF CLUB 
 
The August rain was somewhat of a factor but the Club has finished cart paths 
throughout the course, so anyone willing to brave the rain was able to play golf.  
They had a couple of Home and Homes.  The Ladies Club Champion was Alison 
Brown.  The Senior Ladies Champion was Ellen Gillis.  The Men’s Club 
Champion was Bill Walsh.  The Junior Male Champion was Zackery Logan and 
the Junior Female Champion was Jacqueline Feltmate. 
 
 
MOUNTAIN GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 
 
Mountain hosted the Provincial Ladies Bronze Tournament which was won by 
the Mountain Club.  Mountain participated in many men’s and ladies Home and 
Homes.  Some Charitable Tournaments held were: Hockeyville, Colchester 
Community Workshop Foundation and Big Brothers Big Sisters.  There were also 
many Business Tournaments and Organization Tournaments.  Ladies Club 
Champion was Val Gillis, Senior Ladies Champion was Val Gillis. Men’s 
Champion was Jason Fauvelle.  Senior Men’s Champion was Rollie Russell.  
Junior Champion was Chad Hayman. 
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RIVERRUN GOLF CLUB 
 
Riverrun hosted the NSGA Doctors Nova Scotia Junior Midget Championship 
which was won by Erie Locke.  The Female winner was Christina Merner.  
Charitable Tournaments held were: Rally for the Cure – Susan G. Koeman 
Foundation, ALS Society.  The Ladies Club Champion was Christine Mason.  
Men’s Club Champion was Jeremy Brown.  Senior Men’s Champion was Ross 
Hall.  Junior Club Champion was Cody Locke.  Riverrun is becoming a very 
popular course and they had a busy year. 
 
TRURO GOLF CLUB 
 
Truro had a busy year and the rainy August didn’t hurt them much.  Some of the 
Charity Tournaments held were: Pink Ribbon – Breast Cancer Fundraiser, Mixed 
Scramble – Food Bank Fundraiser, Colchester Regional Hospital Foundation, 
DQ Match Play – In Support of IWK Hospital, Maggie’s Place – Men’s Event – In 
Support of Maggie’s Place, Hook N Slice – In Support of Truro Minor Football, 
Chook Maxwell – In Support of Chook Maxwell Playground, Engine Room 
Scramble – In Support of Hospice.  The Ladies Club Champion was Stephanie 
Simonsen.  Senior Ladies Champion was Debbie Arsenault.  Men’s Champion 
was Trevor Jordan. Senior Men’s Champion was Don MacKenzie.  Junior Male 
Champion was Alex Works.  There wasn’t a Junior Female Championship. 
 
THE LINKS AT PENN HILLS 
 
The Men’s Club Champion was Jason Thibodeau.  Men’s Senior Champion was 
Herb Minard.  The Junior male Champion was Riley Giffin.  There wasn’t a 
Ladies Club Champion, or a Ladies Senior Champion or a Female Junior 
Champion.  Penn Hills had a few Home and Homes and Non Club Tournaments. 
 
SOUTHWESTERN ZONE DIRECTORS REPORT 
ERNIE MUISE 
 
As the 2008 Golf Season nears its end we are pleased to report that Southwest 
Nova had a good year.  Our overall membership in Southwest Nova was slightly 
higher than in previous years.   The tourist participation was low compared to 
previous years. 

 
River Hills  – Dave DiTullio reported that there membership was up from last 
year and the junior’s membership doubled from last year.   Every Tuesday night 
they are offering free lessons for their junior members.  
They are currently working on implementing new tee’s for the 2010 season. 
River Hills hosted the Nova Scotia Senior Amateur Tournament in August. 
The winner of the Amateur was – Cliff Jr. Lowrey from Amherst – score 228.   
Super Senior was – Peter Hope from Brightwood – score 242. 
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Men’s Club Champion – Ryan Dixon 
Overall Senior Champion – Bobby Stoddard Sr. 
Ladies Club Champion – Karla Wilms 
Ladies Senior Champion – Pat Caldwell 
Junior Club Champion – Shayne Nickerson 
Seafest – Arthur Atwood & Jane Seymore 
Founders Tournament – Darrell MacKenzie & Bobby Stoddard Jr. 
Fireball Tournament – Leigh Stodddard & Pat Nickerson 
Grant Newell Tournament – Pat Goreham, Corey Mood, Sandy Goreham and 
Louann Goreham 
 
West Pubnico -  Ken Jacquard reported an overall increase in business, 10% 
increase in membership and a 20% increase in junior membership.  The course 
held the Ladies Amateur and Senior Tournament which was held in July.  The 
Amateur Tournament was won by – Mirielle LeBlanc from Clare – score 309.   
Seniors Tournament winner was Kathy Powers from Bluenose – score 239. 
Men’s Champion – Doug Smith 
Overall Senior – Doug Smith 
Ladies Club Champion – Margaret D’Entremont 
Ladies Senior Champion – Margaret D’Entremont 
Junior Club Champion – Jacob Muise 
Greenwood Classic – Jodie Swim 
 
Yarmouth  – Daryl Mooney reported that the membership was the same as last 
year.  Their green-fee players were increased this year.  Junior and pre-junior 
members were lower this year. 
 
Men’s Champion – Derek Boudreau 
Ladies Champion – Sheila Pothier 
Junior Club Champion – Colton Houston 
Match Play – Garth Nickerson 
Jook Munroe Tournament – Sam Boudreau & Morgan Penney 
                                              Chris Ellis & Gerard Lindsay  
Clara Caie  - Derek Boudreau & Lynn Doucette 
Rick Boudreau Memorial – Derek Boudreau 
Canada Day – Paul Legere & Ryan Goudey & Phil LeBlanc 
Victor Rodney – Jason Locke & Jody Swim 
                            Patrick Symonds & Peter Thompson 
Parent Child – Chris & Blair MacDonald 
Fraser Mooney Memorial – Pat Goreham & Jody Swim 
Mixed Tournament – Nicky Amirault & Garth Nickerson 
Superstore Texas2 Ball – Paul Legere & Ryan Goudey 
 
Clare  -  Manager Ron Aymar reported that the new car paths have help maintain 
the overall condition of the course.  Membership and Green Fee Players were 
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slightly lower this year.  Clare held the Nova Scotia Golf Association Mid Amateur 
Tournament.  Aaron Nickerson of River Hills was the overall winner with a score 
of – 208.  Aaron tied Clare’s course record and broke the NSGA Mid amateur 
tournament record with a score of 63 on the first day of play. WELL DONE 
AARON!  
Club Champion – Marc Lombard 
Senior Champion – Phil Thibeault 
Super Senior – John Csoknya 
Ladies Match Play – Jeannine Maillet 
Ladies Metal Play – Barb Comeau 
Ladies Senior – Barbara Tufts 
Husband & Wife – Ken & Rose Davidson 
Mix Couples – Mireille LeBlanc & Billy Comeau 
Stan Thibeault Jr. Invitational – Brett Davidson 
Championship Match Play – Rob Collins 
Clare continues…….. 
Regular Match Play – Paul Blinn 
Men’s Metal Play – Vince Saulnier 
Father & Sons – Stephane & Lionel LeBlanc 
Mother & Daughter – Karen & Rayanne Amirault 
Junior/Senior Champion – Ron Aymar & Marc Lombard 
Jackie Frost Tournament – Debbie Carrol from Ashburn 
Jack Frost – Rob Collins from Clare 
 
Digby Pines – Scot Nickerson reported that Digby is in great shape and had a 
very prosperous year.  Digby held the Western High School Tournament which 
was won by the Digby team of Eric Locke, Joel Hattie, Joseph Dwyer and Koty 
Nesbitz.  Digby also won the Junior High School tournament held at Eden Golf 
Course. 
Club Champion – Andy Wilson 
Jr. Club Champion – Eric Locke 
Ladies – Anne Balsar 
Ladies Senior – Lorna Ward 
Club Net – Theresa Joyce 
Match Play – Pat Potts 
Food Bank – Linda Darken 
Collective Scores Division One – Wendy Balsar 
Collective Scores Division Two – Barbara Ann Smith 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT 
DAVID CAMPBELL 
 
 
As the 2008 golf season is coming to a close, I want to take this opportunity to 
review some of the highlights and challenges that we faced this season.  



 

            NSGA Annual General Meeting 
    Ken-Wo Golf and Country Club 
                            October 26, 2008  

 
 

42 

 
To begin with I would like to congratulate Shelley Crook, our Administrative 
Assistant, and her husband Jeff on the birth of their first child Kaitlyn in July. 
Shelley is off enjoying her maternity leave and we look forward to seeing her 
back next summer.  
 
Anna Hughes who has been filling in while Shelley is on leave experienced a 
baptism by fire back in June. Anna started working with Shelley just before 
Shelley began maternity leave. For someone who knew very little about golf she 
has come along way and worked hard to keep our office running. Thanks Anna.  
 
I would also like to acknowledge the contribution that Sue Rait has made over 
the past two years. Sue is the first female president of the NSGA since 
amalgamation in 2006. Your hard work and dedication to the Association is 
greatly appreciated. I would personally like to thank her for taking me under her 
wing and helping me grow and learn. Keep up the good fight Sue! 
 
The NSGA has been blessed with many volunteers along with the support of our 
membership. I can’t stress enough the importance of these folks to the success 
of our organization. Without our volunteers we simply would be unable to 
accomplish all the things we do. The NSGA is strong and healthy because of the 
support of these people. Thank you to all our volunteers and member clubs. 
 
THE NOVA SCOTIA PUBLIC PLAYER PROGRAM 
 
This was our second season with the Nova Scotia Public Player Program. In 
2007 the first year of the program there were 158 Public Player Members. The 
numbers in 2008 saw little growth with a total of 168 members. This number 
represented about a 9% growth in membership in the NSPPC. We will continue 
to promote the program in 2009 and hope to see an increase in the total number 
of members.  
 
THE NSGA FOUR BALL IS ON THE MOVE 
 
Since the mid 70’s, on the first of weekend of June, the NSGA has hosted the 
Men’s Annual 4 Ball Championship at the Paragon Golf and 14 Wing Greenwood 
Golf Clubs. This event hosts up to 480 golfers and is the kick off for the golf 
season in Nova Scotia. For the first time in over 25 years the event will be 
changing courses and moving to Eagle Crest and Berwick Heights Golf Clubs.  
 
We have had over a quarter of a century of success with our partnership at the 
Greenwood and Paragon Golf Courses and hope that our new rotation will 
continue to draw big fields. Over the past few years we have seen our numbers 
begin to decline, this led us to ask the question - why ? The number one 
response was that our competitors enjoy variety and that the NSGA should look 
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at putting this event on a rotation basis as we do with all of our championships. 
The sheer size of this tournament restricted us in the past from moving this event 
to other courses. The first obstacle was the need for two clubs that were close 
geographically. With all the new clubs that have been built over the past 25 
years, finding two clubs close to each other is no longer a problem. We have a 
two year contract with both Berwick and Eagle Crest to host this event for 2009 
and 2010. Our long term goal is to establish a rotation for hosting this event. The 
Four Ball is a great tournament for clubs to kick off their golf season.  The sheer 
size of this event provides great exposure for clubs to showcase their courses.  
 
In the past three years we have seen a decline in the number of competitors in 
this event. We hope with this change that we will once again be able to fill this 
tournament.  
 
 
2008 MILK ENERGY SPORTS FAIR 
 

The NSGA took part in two sports fairs this summer. 
The first was held in Yarmouth during the second week 
of May. The second took place during the third week of 
September at Saint Francis Xavier University. Both of 
these Sports Fair had more than 2000 children attend. 
Each year this fair continues to grow and provides an 
tremendous opportunity for children to try various 
sports. It offers the NSGA an excellent opportunity to 
showcase and promote golf. The Sports Fair moves 
around the province to different municipalities each 
year and we invite our member clubs in each region to 
participate. This affords an opportunity to promote their 
clubs and junior programs. Unfortunately we have had 
little response and interest from the clubs. I will 
continue invite the local member clubs to participate 
with hope that they will get involved.  

 
    
 
 
THE AMHERST COMMUNITY FAIR 
 
In May, our summer students, Ashley Heffernan and Scott Leverman traveled to 
Amherst to set up a booth at the Amherst Community Fair. This offered an 
opportunity for the NSGA to promote the CN Future Links Program, the Nova 
Scotia Public Player Program and local member clubs in the region. We 
extended an invitation for area clubs to send representatives. Although no clubs 
sent representatives they did send information brochures which Ashley and Scott 
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distributed to the public. This Community Fair was free of charge to the NSGA 
and I hope to expand our participation over the next year to other community 
fairs.   

 
CN FUTURE LINKS 
 
Once again the 2008 CN Future Links Program was a huge success. Ashley 
spent the summer traveling the province promoting the game in schools, 
recreation departments and member clubs. This year over 8,500 children were 
introduced to the sport.  
 
WINTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
 
The CN Future Links Winter School Program ran from the beginning of February 
until late March. The NSGA hired three Instructors to conduct 20 days of clinics 
each with 6 classes per day. These clinics were held at schools during the 
specified gym period with a running time for each session of 40 to 60 minutes. 
The target age were children attending grades 4, 5 and 6. 
 
Our summer CN Future Links program has always been well received throughout 
the Nova Scotia school system. This past summer we have had to turn away 
requests given the high demand. This new “off season” program will potentially 
introduce an estimated 12,000 juniors to the game of golf. The timing of these 
clinics during the winter months is ideal as it will introduce and expose children to 
the sport of golf just prior to the regular season.  
 
CN GIRLS CLUB 
 
Through the cooperation of the Links of Montague and the RCGA we conducted 
a Girls Club Awareness Day. We had nine girls attend the CN Girls Club 
Awareness Day. The girls received instructions from Ashley Heffernan and Erica 
Bennett for four hours in the morning and then enjoyed golf in the afternoon. 
Although the weather wasn’t ideal the girls stuck it out and had a great time.  
 
If you are interested in hosting a CN Girls Club in 2009 please contact me at 902-
468-8844 or nsga@ns.aliantzinc.ca. 
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2008 CN Future Links Awareness Day at the Links of Montague 

 
 
 

THE 2009 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
 

The NSGA Men’s 4 Ball Championship 
Berwick Heights Golf Club & 

Eagle Crest Golf Club 
June 5-6, 2009 

 
The Mid-Am Championship 

Chester Golf Club 
June 19-21, 2009 

 
The NSGA Midget Championship 

Links of Montague 
July 6-7, 2009 

 
The NSGA Men’s Amateur Championship 

Osprey Ridge Golf Club 
July 8-11, 2009 

 
The NSGA Women’s Amateur Championship 

Eaglequest Grandview Golf Club 
July 8-11, 2009 

 
The NSGA Women’s Senior Championship 

Eaglequest Grandview Golf Club 
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July 9-11, 2009 
 

The NSGA Family Classic Championship 
Glen Lovat Golf Club 

July 25-26, 2009 
 

The NSGA Ladies 2 Ball Championship 
Eagle Crest Golf Club 

July 29, 2009 
 

The NSGA Men’s Senior Championship 
Antigonish Golf Club 

August 5-7, 2009 
 

The NSGA Bronze Championship 
Linacy Greens Golf Club 

August 18, 2009 
 

The NSGA Men’s Senior 4 Ball 
Amherst Golf Club 

August 13-14, 2009 
 

The NSGA mixed Championship 
Annapolis Royal Golf Club 

September 5-6, 2009 
 
NSGA PROVINCIAL HEAD COACH REPORT 
ED HANCZARYK 
 
My goal at the start of the season for the High-Performance Juniors in our 
Province, was to change the attitude of `I don’t belong here’, to `something is 
changing in Nova Scotia Golf. and I want to be a part of it’. The theme all year 
has been how we view ourselves, individually and as a team. 

Beginning with early spring meetings with Dave Campbell, Paulette Driscoll, and 
Clyde Weldin, an agenda was formed to raise the level of the top players, as well 
as to cultivate the next wave of competitors, the second tier players. 

 

ONE DAY CAMPS 
We already pretty much knew who the top 10 players would be; the approach 
was to offer 3 one-day schools in different parts of the Province, to raise the level 
of the potential top players. The schools in Bridgewater, Shubenacadie, and 
Cape Breton were well attended, again stressing the golfers attitude and self-talk, 
as well as how to practice. 
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The mentor program at those schools was a smashing success. At each venue 
one or more of our top adult players were on hand to play with the juniors, and 
help out with their input. The mentors who attended were Graham McIntyre, 
Cathy Powers (2 schools), Gerry MacMillan, Glen Robinson, Leon Carter, and 
Rob Collins.  
 
After the Schools, the mentors then offered to play with and further mentor the 
juniors who live nearby.  
 
PROVINCIAL JUNIOR 
I attended 2 days of the Provincial Junior in Paradise, in part to identify the level 
of play, but more importantly to show the competitors that a Provincial coach is 
available, and that the Provincial Golf Association is committed to their continued 
improvement. After the 4 -person team was selected, I had a meeting with them 
to discuss the themes I mentioned earlier. 
 
TEAM TRAINING 
A week later, a one-day training session at Penn Hills was held for those 4, to 
encourage team bonding through a series of exercises I did when I was a 
University Coach in Florida (Jacksonville University, a Division 1 program).  
 
NATIONALS 
I attended Nationals with the team along with Clyde Weldin; my role was to 
coach when needed, and to be on call for basic management of the team’s 
tension and focus level. Of the 6 Nova Scotians in attendance, 3 made the cut. 
We were 2 strokes away from 4th place, one swing away from Alberta. Needless 
to say, the results were encouraging. 
 
PEI 
In October the top 8 Canada Games point earners boys, and top 3 girls, attended 
a three Province tournament. This was meant to simulate Canada Games; the 
top 3 in our Order of Merit competed for the team score, while the others played 
for individual medals. 
 
I walked around with the players to discuss course management, on the same 
course where the event will be held next year. After the round, we had a group 
meeting to talk further about the theme I have been repeating all year, 
confidence, focus, self image.  
 
I also went over the shot by shot program for tracking all elements of ones game. 
This is the program that is mandatory for all the Team Canada players. I have 
purchased a lot of 30, which lowers the price by half to the golfers. 
 
After the meeting, those who had the motivation hit balls and practiced around 
the short-game green.  
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After day 1 of the tournament again those with the motivation went back out to 
work. I did not make this mandatory, but found it interesting which players chose 
to practice; it turned out to be the top 4 scorers the next day. 
 
The team played well, the boys won the event by 45 shots, the girls finished 
second by 10. Irene Jung, a very strong player, did not attend as she is at school 
in Jacksonville, Fl.  
The top 6 individual scores for boys, and the top scorer for girls, were all Nova 
Scotians. 
 
Many of these players have expressed a desire to have an ongoing program in 
my winter studio.  
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The Nova Scotia Golf Association would like to the following 
companies/Groups for their continued support of gol f in 2008: 

 

            
 

                                                 
 
 

                 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


